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LIZ & JAY SCOTT OF ALEX’S LEMONADE STAND FOUNDATION TO ACT AS KEYNOTE SPEAKERS FOR CISCRP’S AWARE FOR ALL PROGRAM IN PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 28, 2009
PHILADLEPHIA, PA - Liz and Jay Scott, parents of Alexandra “Alex” Scott who established the national organization Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation for Childhood Cancer (www.AlexsLemonade.org), will speak about the critical role of clinical medical trials at CISCRP’s AWARE for All Program in Philadelphia on March 28, 2009.

     AWARE for All Programs, which are free one-day workshops open to the public, help consumers learn more about clinical trials and their lifesaving potential for participants and for future generations. Local area residents will describe their experiences participating in clinical trials; prominent physicians will provide information, and attendees will learn how to decide whether or not they’d like to participate.

     AWARE features information sessions and exhibits, a complimentary breakfast reception, and a free lunch. In addition to the information sessions and exhibits, all attendees can get free health screenings for HIV, Body Mass Index, Breast and Prostate Cancer, Diabetes, and vision, and will receive a clinical research educational handbook.

     Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell, Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. Nutter, and US Senator Arlen Spector are Honorary Co-chairs.

  Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF) emerged from the front yard lemonade stand of cancer patient Alexandra “Alex” Scott (1996-2004). At the age of 4, Alex announced that she wanted to hold a lemonade stand to raise money to help find a cure for all children with cancer. Since Alex held that first stand, the Foundation bearing her name has evolved into a national fundraising movement, complete with thousands of volunteers across the country carrying on her legacy of hope. To date, Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, a registered 501(c)3 charity, has raised more than $25 million towards fulfilling Alex’s dream of finding a cure, funding over 80 research projects nationally.
Experimental treatments held the only hope
     After surgery failed to halt the disease and after chemotherapy stopped working, parents Liz and Jay Scott brought Alex to the Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia in order to get experimental treatments.

     “We were told by several hospitals that there were no more treatment options and we should just enjoy her last days,” says Jay. “But the experimental treatments gave her 4-1/2 more years with us.”

     “We were reassured that the doctors gave Alex very thorough checkups before she received treatment, to see if she was a good candidate,” adds Liz.

     Sunny little Alex braved through continued experimental treatments. Despite their heartbreak, Liz, Jay, and Alex’s brothers stayed upbeat and positive for her. “Any strength and heroism we may have shown was coming from Alex, and seeing how she dealt with things,” says Liz.

     Word of Alex’s annual lemonade stand spread. Everyone wanted to support the brave girl who raised money to help others. When Alex was seven, she had her lemonade stand despite a continuous drenching rain.

     “We had a tent over her stand, and everyone stood there with umbrellas,” says Liz. “We opened up our house so people could come in out of the rain.” The stand brought in $18,000 that day.

     Before Alex died in 2004, she had realized her dream of having volunteers throughout the country hold fundraising lemonade stands in every state. Her local lemonade stands eventually grew to be Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, which has so far raised over $25 million for childhood cancer research and has funded more than 80 research grants.

     Liz and Jay Scott, now Vice President and Executive Director of Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, respectively, credit the experimental treatment with giving her more time to enjoy herself and raise money to help other children with cancer.

     “Experimental treatment is a different decision for every parent,” says Liz. “In the back of your mind you’re always hoping for a cure, but in Alex’s case, the chances of a cure were small. The treatments gave Alex a lot more time. Even if you don’t feel hope for a cure, there are ways to extend life and quality of life.”

     At the AWARE for all workshop, the sense of community and connection that exists is contagious. In fact, surveys of attendees from past workshops show that 75 percent are more willing to participate in clinical trials than they were before. AWARE for All workshops are held annually in major cities across the US.

     AWARE in Philadelphia is being offered in collaboration with the area’s finest hospitals and institutions including Abington Memorial Hospital, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Doylestown Hospital, Fox Chase Cancer Center, Drexel University, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, Temple University, Thomas Jefferson University, University of Pennsylvania and Saint Petersburg Hospital of NJ.

     The Philadelphia Aware for All will be held at Drexel University Edmund D. Bossone Research Enterprise Center, South Side of Market Street, between 31st and 32nd Streets, Philadelphia, PA.

     To register, visit www.awareforall.org/Philadelphia; e-mail aware@ciscrp.org, or call toll free 1-866-MEDHERO.

     CIRCRP (www.CISCRP.org), the Center for Information and Study of Clinical Research Participation, is the first of its kind, non-profit organization whose mission is to educate and inform the public and healthcare professionals about clinical trials.
